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SUBJECT: SECSTATE FOR INFORMATION PROTESTS SOVIET BASE ALLEGATIONS 

1. SECSTATE FOR INFORMATION DR. ABDULAHI MOHAMED HASSAN SUMMONED 
ME TO MINISTRY OF INFORMATION JUNE 9 TO DISCUSS US DEFENSE 
DEPARTMENT ALLEGATIONS OF SOVIET BASE AT BERBERA. HE SAID THAT 
CHARGES WERE FALSE BUT THAT VOA AND BBC HAD NOW DISSEMINATED THIS 
FALSE PROPAGANDA TO WORLD AT LARGE, NOTWITHSTANDING GSDR DENIALS. 

2. HE THEN PROCEEDED TO ASK ME WHAT I KNEW OF DEFENSE DEPARTMENT 
CHARGES AND WHETHER I HAD ANY INFORMATION TO SUPPORT SUCH STATEMENTS. 

3. 1 SAID I HAD NOT RPT NOT HEARD RECENT VOA OR BBC BROADCASTS 

BUT I KNEW WHAT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE HAD SAID PREVIOUSLY ON SUBJECT. 

US HAD INFORMATION THAT MISSILE STORAGE FACILITY NOW UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION BY SOVIETS IN OR NEAR BERBERA AND THIS WAS MATTER OF 
CONCERN. 

4. 1 ALSO SAID IT WAS MY RECOLLECTION THAT IN MOST RECENT 
STATEMENTS, US OFFICIALS HAD REFERRED TO QTE FACILITIES UNQTE 
RATHER THAN BASES. DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BASE AND FACILITY WAS 
SOMETIMES DIFFICULT TO JUDGE BUT IN ANY CASE, SOVIET UNION DID HAVE 
SPECIAL FACILITIES IN BERBERA. 
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5. DR. ABDULAHI THEN QUIZZED ME ON MY KNOWLEDGE OF FACILITIES AT 
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BERBERA. AS SENIOR US DIPLOMAT IN SOMALIA, I WAS IN POSITION TO 
INTERPRET SITUATION HERE AND TO PASS MY CONCLUSIONS TO WASHINGTON. 
SOMALIA WAS SMALL COUNTRY WHERE INFORMATION EASY TO OBTAIN. WHAT 
WAS MY PERSONAL VIEW ABOUT SOVIET BASES IN BERBERA. 

6. 1 SAID I HAD NEVER BEEN TO BERBERA - THAT GSDR KEPT ME ON 

TIGHT LEASH CONFINED TO MOGADISCIO PERIMETER AND HAD REFUSED GRANT 
ME PERMISSION TO TRAVEL EVEN TO BAIDOA. SO I DIDN'T KNOW BERBERA. 

7. ABDULAHI THEN PRESSED ME ON SOURCE OF DEPT. OF DEFENSE INFO. 

SAID I COULD NOT RPT NOT COMMENT ON THIS ASPECT OF US STATEMENTS. 

MININFO OFFICIAL WHO WAS SITTING IN AS INTERPRETER NOTED THAT 
RECENT BBC BROADCAST HAD REFERRED TO SATELLITE PHOTOGRAPHS. I SAID 
THAT US DID NOT RPT NOT COMMENT ON THIS SUBJECT EITHER. 

8. WHEN ABDULAHI SAID US STATEMENTS WERE HARMING US/SOMALI RELATIONS, 
I TOLD HIM THAT IN MY OPINION TIME HAD COME FOR MEDIA TO STOP 
TALKING ABOUT SOVIET BASES IN SOMBLIA. WHEN HE SUGGESTED THAT 
STATEMENTS SHOWED US HOSTILITY TO SOMALIA, I DISAGREED AND SKETCHED 
IN FOR HIM BACKGROUND REGARDING DIEGO GARCIA HEARINGS UNDERWAY IN 
WASHINGTON, FROM WHICH RECENT COMMENTARY HAD BEEN DRAWN. 

9. 1 ALSO SUGGESTED HE INVITE US JOURNALISTS TO VISIT BERBERA. 

THERE WERE NUMBER OF OUTSTANDING AMERICAN JOURNALISTS IN NAIROBI 
AND ADDIS WHO WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY ACCEPT GSDR INVITATIONTO TOUR 
BERBERA. HE DID NOT RPT NOT COMMENT. 

10. COMMENT: I SUBSEQUENTLY LEARNED THAT ABDULAHI HAD SCHEDULED 
PRESS CONFERENCE FOR AFTERNOON OF JUNE 9 TO REFUTE SOVIET BASE 
ALLEGATIONS. AT TIME I SPOKE WITH HIM. I DID NOT RPT NOT KNOW 
CONFERENCE WAS PLANNED. PRESS CONFERENCE WAS CANCELLED IN ANY CASE 
SEVERALHOURS LATER. 

HAMRICK 
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